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Preface 


In compiling this book we have tried to accomplish two things: gather numerous facts available about 
our local schools and bring them together in an interesting publication that is enjoyable to read; and give 
a summary of schools currently operating in District 13J. We hope this will benefit later historians. 

We have tried to concentrate our efforts on schools in Monmouth and Independence, for this is the 
area of greatest interest. We regret that we could not go into full detail on the numerous rural schools, for 
these are just as fascinating. We generally tried to mention all schools that once operated inside the 
present boundaries of district 13U. 


The staff has gone into a more in depth study of the most recently operating rural schools, Eola, 
Greenwood and Oak Grove. 

The book is organized in a general time line layout, with the early schools of both towns first, covering a 
period of time from about 1850 until 1910. We have a report on each school building. Since this is a Band 
publication, included is a history of the Central High Band and Choralairs. 

Of special interest is a compilation of the names of major athletic coaches from Central High and 
Talmadge Junior High. 

The publication staff hopes you will receive as much enjoyment reading this book as we had organizing 
it and putting it together. 


The Editors 


Editor's Message 


When I was chosen to head the staff in writing a book about the 
local schools, I didn't think it could be done. I knew all the facts and 
figures were so many places and just getting it all together and making 
some sense out of it would be a colossal task. I now wish to thank the 
many people who made it all possible. 

First of all acknowledgement goes to the staff at the District 13J 
administration office, Superintendent Wayne McMurray, Marie 
Smiley, Betty Warden, Helen Kenny, and Fern Tuma. The Polk 
County 1. E. D. Office provided us with some vital information, and 
thanks goes to Supt. Elton Fishback and secretary Leone Thiesies. 

The files of local newspapers provided a wealth of information, and 
I would like to thank the staff at the Enterprise-Herald and the 
Monmouth Public Library. We should recognize John Erickson and 
the Oregon Statesman for providing us with the pictures of the Central 
gym fire. 

Many individuals gave information for a foundation for our book. 
Space only permits us to mention a few, David Barker, Ken 
Brinkerhoff, Catrina Comstock, Naomi Craven, E.K. Gentle, Sid 
Newton, John Pfaff, Thelma Talent, Hugh Van Loan, Mrs. J. E. 
Weaver and others. 

I want to give a special thanks to Mr. Ellis A. Stebbins of Oregon 
College of Education. He was ever so helpful with information 
concerning the college. 

Two men deserve special recognition in compiling the sports history 
-- Central High Athletic Director Ray Coleman and Talmadge Vice 
Principal Charles Vawter. Thanks goes to Mrs. Sandra Kuhns of 
Central concerning the old yearbooks. 

These past six months have been very rewarding personally, and I 
will never regret accepting the task. I have met many people and 
found every minute interesting. Again, thank you to everyone who 
made this possible. 

Rick Cornish 
Editor 
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Saturday «8:30-6:30 
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Buy Quality and Save 


Boise Cascade Corporation 


DISTRICT 13J SCHOOL BOARD 
Left to right: Clifford Stump, Fred Marx, Jim Smith, Philip Orange, Robert Larence, Lester 


Versteeg, R. C. (Bud) Warner. 


History is made of those things that have happened in 
the past. Each item of history has become the 
foundation of the present, and of the future also. The 
Central High School Band has accumulated in this book 
some of the history of the schools in District 13J. On 
this foundation has emerged today's educational 
program, a program of which we can be proud today. 

The CHS band is one of the many parts of our 
educational program that prepares young people of this 
community for a full and happy life. 

I wish to thank you for this history of our schools and 
for a job well done. 


Wayne McMurra 
Superintendent of Schools 


Wayne McMurray, 


superintendent of district 13J. 


Been tres: Reaper ne 


The Central School District 13J administration office located at 1610 Monmouth Street, Independence 


Brief History of District 13J 


The present area of School District 13J is much larger than the 
many small districts that have been consolidated into it. At one time, 
Polk County had more than 75 separate school districts, most of 
which operated a school. Through mergers and consolidation, 
District 13J now covers over 135 square miles and contains over 
10,000 people. 

Independence first had two districts, No. 29 and No. 38, which 
were consolidated in 1890. Monmouth's district was reportedly 
started in the 1880's. As mentioned in a separate article, plans for a 
merger between the Monmouth and Independence school districts 
were made in 1889, but never got off the ground. 

Numerous attempts were made at consolidation , and in 1949 
voters approved the merger. An earlier attempt in 1947 was foiled 
by the people of Monmouth. When the vote was counted, 
Independence, Highland, Parker and Mistletoe districts were in 
favor with only Monmouth against. Since Mistletoe was west of 
Monmouth and the rest east, the first 


STATE FARM 


WES HEDLUND 


INSURANCE anan? 


262 EAST MAIN STREET 


BUS. 838-1330 
MONMOUTH, OREGOM 497361 


RES. 38-2647 


State Farm Insurance Companies 


Howe OFFICE « BLOONmMCTON, LLIN 


three districts mentioned above would be consolidated. Further 
complications were added when Parker district revoted and decided 
against the merger, so only Highland and Independence were united. 
The vote on April 8, 1949 gave consolidation a majority in 
Monmouth, 375 yes to 242 no, in contrast to the almost 2 to 1 "no" 
vote two years earlier. 

The new district steadily grew in size and population. In 1960 the 
district leased an office at 1610 Monmouth Street in Independence. 
Five years later the building was bought by the district and the 
headquarters are still located there. 

Presently six schools are operating in the Monmouth - 
Independence area: Independence Elementary School (grades 1-3); 
Henry Hill Elementary School (grades 4-6); Monmouth Elementary 
School (grades 1-6); Talmadge Junior High School (grades 7-9); 
Central High School (grades 10-12); and Campus Elementary 
School (grades 1-6). The latter is operated under agreement with 
Oregon College of Education. 
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Rural Schools 


It is impossible to give a complete report on each of the many 
rural schools that have operated in our area. Therefore. this is only 
a brief summary of some of the districts. 


Airlie - The September 18, 1908 Monmouth Herald states "J.M. 
Staats has commenced Airlie's school house. Jack Glazier and 
W. N. Wood are helping him." Evidently Airlie had an 
elementary school at that time and one year of high school 
work was offered beginning in 1912. In 1915 Airlie had one 
man and one woman teacher, who earned $900 and $540 
respectively. In 1929 there were 30 students and one teacher in 
Airlie. The high school closed in 1942 and later the district was 
consolidated with Monmouth. Parts of the school building were 
closed and moved in 1971. 

Buena Vista - The school at Buena Vista was first listed with the 
State Department of Education in 1901 and a high school was 
begun in 1902. The high school closed in 1923 and the 
elementary school operated until 1936, and later the district 
was consolidated with Independence. 

Highland -The Highland district was formed along with the 
Hopville district as a result of a split of the Oakview district in 
1897. In 1929, the last year of operation, there were 48 students 
at the school. On February 28, 1947 the district was 
consolidated with Independence. 

Oak Point - The Oak Point school was located various places 
along Greenwood Road before being moved to its present site 
along Highway 51. It was closed and converted into a home. 
The school had 53 students and only I teacher in 1929, and 90 
students with 2 teachers in 1946. 

Parker - The Parker school was located two miles west of Buena 
Vista and 2 miles southeast of Helmick Park. In 1929 it had 
nine students and one teacher. The district was suspended in 
1939, but operated again from 1941 to 1943. It was con- 
solidated with Monmouth and Independence on April 8, 1949. 
The school house is still standing near the community of 
Parker. 


Sunnyslope - Tbe Sunnyslope district, located on Fishback 
hill west of Monmouth, was consolidated with the 
Monmouth district on August 21, 1934. 

Suver - Tbe Suver public school opened in 1881 and 
operated for many years. In 1929 it had one teacher and 25 
students. The district was annexed into Monmouth- 
Independence on November 3, 1953. 

Valley View - This district operated an elementary school, 
which was suspended in 1939. Ten years earlier it had an 
enrollment of 12 students and one teacher. It was later 
consolidated with Monmouth-Independence. The two 
trees that stood in front of the school can be seen on the 
south side of the Suver-Airlie highway. 


The Lewisville school as it was in the 1880's. The 
building was later used as a sheep barn. 


The early 
Greenwood school. 


Elkins School 


The first school on the site along Elkins Road was built in 1872. 
T. A. McEldowney and James S$. Holman donated the land, along 
Elkins Road at the small settlement of Luckiamute (approx. | mile 
west of old highway 99W, south of Monmouth). 

Originally a school was located three quarters of a mile north of 
the later site of Elkins School. It was known as the Hardison 
school house. 

Some of the teachers were Miss Florence Warner, Charles 
Miller, Lincoln Murphy, Miss Amilda Doughty, A. J. Shipley, E. 
M. Smith and H. J. Elliott. 

The school had 51 students enrolled in 1929. Since then the 
school house has been converted into a private home, as the school 
closed in 1942 and was consolidated with Monmouth. 
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Eola School 


Current Facts 
Campus - 2 acres 
39 students enrolled, 2 teachers, two classrooms 


a 
The first school at Eola was built in 1853 on the same site as OP PLIGER 
the present school. The first teacher was Abigail Scott in the one 


room building. (Abigail Scott, later Abigail Scott Duniway, was 
nationally known as an advocate of women's suffrage.) 
" . . au 
Serving You Since 1945 


A second school was built in 1858 after fire destroyed the first 
building. It was located at 2nd and Mill Streets, in the bustling 
town of Eola. This land was donated by James and Nancy Clark. 

The building was used until 1937 when the present two-room 
structure was built with Work Projects Administration funds. 
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Greenwood School 


The history of Greenwood School is short and scattered. The 
following is what little information we could find on the school. 

The Greenwood School today is closed. It is used as a hall for 
the public. Greenwood was in operation from 1926 until the 1968- 
69 school year, when it was closed. The reason for its closure was 
to save money. The school board decided it could save about 
$38,000 a year by sending the 40 pupils into schools in town. 

Before 1926, another school stood on the same site, on the same 
property. The old school was part of district No. 47. 

The original property for the school was bought on April 16, 
1912 from J. H. Vernon and Ora D. Vernon for the sum of $100. 

After the school closed the district used the building as a storage 
shop until 1970. In that year the land reverted back to the original 
owners, or their heirs, as stated in the deed, the heirs being Lyle 
and Helen R. Beyers. 
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"Serving the Monmouth-Independenct 
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296 S. Main, Independence 
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Oak Grove School 


The original Oak Grove school was located on the road one mile 
west of the Oak Grove Junction. It was built in the 1870's on land 
donated by Edward Stevens. The school was moved to the present 
site between 1885 and 1890. The building is now the little red gym 
to the north and behind the present school. 

The building now used was built in 1948. During the time of 
construction school was held in the Grange Hall. Mrs. Ermine 
(Ray) Fawk taught school at Oak Grove 50 years ago. Earlier 
teachers were Osie Grice (1900-1910), Edith Montgomery (1911- 
1913) and Louis Sears. In 1912 the school had 12 pupils. Mrs. Ada 
(H. Claude) Hickerson, Mrs. Ma Holland, and Mrs. Elmer Suirg 
taught school in the 1940's. Mrs. Suirg is now teaching at Eola 
School. 


The original Oak Grove school house, now used as a 
gymnasium. 
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Early Independence Schools 


The schools that the pioneers had in the early days of In- 
dependence were quite different than the business-like schools 
we have today. Most of the first schools in Oregon were taught 
in private homes or at missions. When Oregon became a state in 
1859 there were only a few more public schools than private 
schools. 

Independence's first school was in a one room log cabin, 
located west of the present Clifford Montague home in North 
Independence. The "old town" of Independence had been platted 
by Elvin A. Thorp in June, 1845. His claim extended from Ash 
Creek one mile north and from the Willamette River west one 
mile. School was first taught in 1852 by Mrs. Thomas Burbank, 
and had an enrollment of 16 pupils. This was the beginning of 
school district No. 29. 

In the first part of December, 1861, a devastating flood covered 
Independence. Henry Hill, a local pioneer, was asked by 
Independence residents to plat a new town of Independence, to 
the south of Ash Creek on higher ground. A school was later 
named after this man. 

A new school was organized in a vacant saloon where the 
Masonic building now stands on Main Street. This was the year 
1865 and Alonzo Gesner was the first teacher in school district 
No. 38. 

A new addition was built on a tiny one room school house in 
1880, which at present is the Dunckel Apartments. Ten years 
later the two districts were consolidated into one, Independence 
district No. 29. 
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According to Elton Fishback, present superintendent of Polk 
County Schools, the county superintendent was required to 
make visits and report every year on each school in the 
county. The notebook for 1889 shows that school began on 

September 9 and lasted 9 months, quite the same as today. 
The apparatus and teaching aids that the instructor had at hand 
included an "organ, library and physical chart". The items 
needed were a "historical chart and curtains”. 

Eight grades and two years of high school were taught in a 
new and elegant eight room building just finished by the 
School District", which was opened on February 3, 1891. The 
new school had Mr. L. W. McAdams as principal, along w4th 
six teachers: Mrs. L.W. McAdams, Miss Carrie Fowle, Miss 
Hattie Hayes, Miss Ella Shupp, Mrs. F. L. Tuck and Mrs. F. 
Gates. Mr. McAdams received $100 per month for his 
services, his wife received $65 and Miss Fowle $50. The 
others received varying amounts. The school was located on 
the sight of the present Independence Elementary School. 

Four year high schools were not at all common in Oregon at 
the time. The first high school in the state opened in Portland 
in 1869, but did not have a four year course until nine years 
later. At the turn of the century there were only five public four 
year high schools in Oregon. A new building for a four year 
high school was constructed in 1910 for Independence. The 
other building was used until 1925 when the new training 
school was built. 


The present Dunckel Apartments, part of which was a 


school at a different location in Independence. 
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An article in the "Independence Enterprise" after the 
turn of the century. 


The domed building was used for athletics and roller skating. It had a curtained stage 


where school plays were put on; also traveling troupe shows. Once located between 
5th and 7th streets on "C" Street. 
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An 1882 map showing the southeastern section of Polk County, Oregon 
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Early Monmouth Schools 


Campbell Hall on the campus of OCE 


Monmouth was built to provide a home for a Christian College, 
and for the first 50 years of existence the only school for local 
children was conducted through the college. On March 10, 1855, 
the trustees of the Christian College in Monmouth ordered that a 
school house be built, "20' by 30'". This was the only school that 
Monmouth had for over 25 years. In 1882, when the Christian 
College was converted to a State Normal School, the state required 
the college to provide some sort of "model school" for teachers to 
gain experience in. A frame building was constructed and in 1887 
the Monmouth District No. 13 was formed. 


Some students attended classes in parts of Campbell Hall, which 
was constructed in 1871. The children were taught in the south 
wing, the section which was destroyed by the Columbus Day 
Storm in 1962. In 1889 the school was moved to the North wing, 
which was just finished. At this time the school had nine grades 
and Monmouth was a bustling town of 450 people. 


In 1908 there were 72 pupils in the school, with two grades to 
each teacher. Ruby Shearer taught the first and second grades; 
Grace Whitehouse instructed grades three and four; Miss Florence 
Bowden taught grades five and six; Roma Stafford was assigned 
to the seventh and eighth grades. 


A Union High school was being considered for Monmouth and 
Independence because both towns were in need of more 
classrooms. By 1909 eleven grades were being taught and a 
twelfth grade would be added when needed. Mr. A. L. Clark came 
from Astoria and was in charge of local schools. 


The spring of 1911 saw seven graduates and a new building on 
the way. In the fall all twelve grades were moved into a large eight 
room building (see Monmouth High School). The eight 
elementary grades stayed in this building until 1916 when the 
present Campus Elementary School was built. 
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Monmouth District School in 1887 where practice teaching was conducted 
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Independence High School 


The first high school graduates of Independence were Della 
Nelson (Mrs. 0. D. Butler) and Nellie Hill, in 1885. A new 
building was built on the site of the present Independence 
Elementary School and held the first through the eleventh 
grades. 

On May 6,1910 the Independence School Board voted to 
build a $15,000 concrete structure on Fifth Street, south of G 
Street. Specifications called for eight classrooms and a 
basement. 

At this time a gym was built across the street, which is still 
standing next to the Independence swimming pool. It is in 
poor condition but is still in use. Independence resident Sid 
Newton recalls a championship basketball game was played 
in the building between the University of Oregon and the 
present Oregon State University. It is said the gym was used 
because it was the largest facility in the area. 

The year that the high school opened there were two male 
and two female teachers. The men received $1,125 for their 
services and the women received $630 and $585. In 1915 the 
high school offered industrial shop, home economics and 
German in addition to the standard curriculum. 

Mr. Paul E. Robinson began his 26 year term as principal in 
1925. He taught mathematics and manual training. He was 
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from Mapleton, Oregon. He held his post until 1950, when he 
went to the new Central High School and was a teacher there 
for several years. 

The school was generally refurbished in 1930, with new 
tiling and lighting installed. In the late spring of 1930 student 
body funds and district money was used to construct the 
tennis courts across from the school. The school colors were 
cardinal and gold with the athletic teams nicknamed the 
"Hopsters". 

The 1937 football team had an unbelievable eight game 
season. The team scored a total of 206 points with the 
opponents not scoring one point the entire season. 

Three classrooms, auditorium, library and a home 
economics room were added in a separate building to the 
north of the school. Construction began in November of 1938 
at a cost of $37,000. This building is now the Henry Hill 
School. Enrollment at the time was about 230 students. 

During the spring and summer of 1948 a music room was 
added at a cost of $6,300. The new Central High School was 
finished in the summer of 1950 and the I.H.S. students were 
transferred to the new building. The building was converted 
into Henry Hill School, and much of the original high school 
building built in 1910 has since been torn down. 
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Monmouth High School 


The Monmouth High School building, 
which Stood at the corner of Knox and 
Powell streets for 50 years. 


Miss Almilda Doughty, one of 
the first teachers. 
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At the turn of the century Monmouth did not have a formal high 
school as we think of one today, and not many other communities in 
the area had one. In 1901 there were only five public four year high 
schools in the state of Oregon. Monmouth grade school children 
attended an old frame school house at the corner of Knox and Powell 
Streets, where an OCE parking lot now rests. 

In 1908 eleven grades of school were taught, and there was talk of a 
new building. A County High School was contemplated an even a 
joint Monmouth - Independence Union High School discussed. On 
July 1, 1909 the school board voted to build a new high school. School 
would be conducted in vacant college buildings until construction was 
finished on the site of the old school. The land had been donated by 
Elizabeth and J.B.V. Butter. Classes were begun in the new building in 
the middle of fall, 1911. The elementary eight grades occupied the 
lower rooms while the high school used the upper four rooms in the 
$20,000 building. A year later students, with the help of townspeople, 
landscaped the grounds. 

When the school opened it had only three instructors - Miss Meldora 
Jackson, Miss Almilda Doughty and Miss Nellie F. McNiel, principal. 
Miss Doughty later became principal. Miss McNiel received $75 per 
month for her services. Monmouth High School offered two years of 
Latin and a typing class, one of the few schools in the state to do so. 

When the building was new several of the boys carried out a prank 
that caused much distress. A group of high school boys would go to an 
unused barn across the street and capture some mice to turn loose in 
the school. Terrible screams were heard from the girls as they jumped 
on desks and chairs or ran in fright. School Superintendent Thomas 
Gentle sent the boys home, some of whom happened to be Howard 
Morlan, later mayor of Monmouth, Clares Powell later president of 
the bank and Bud Lorence. 
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In 1916 the new elementary school building was completed 
on the campus on the college and the high school students had 
the entire building to themselves. ) 

In 1924 there were sixty applicants for the vacant office of aay | 
principal. Mr. Fred Roth was selected, from Springfield. He Us wr il ya Ur} 4 
served for 13 years and during his term a manual training ) PG | 
department was added in the basement. Up until this time the 
school had used an old prune dryer for a gym. The dryer was 
collapsed by snow, and 1925 saw a new gym being built, 
which is now the OCE theater. The same year a junior high was ] ty " l 
begun and the freshmen were moved out, leaving only three - 
classes in the school. Geography, third year Spanish and World 
History were added to the curriculum. 

The school saw only two custodians, Harvey K. "Dad" 
Sickafoose and Alva F. Craven. They served for 22 years and 
17 years, respectively. 

Matt R. Thompson succeeded Fred Roth in the principalship 
and served for six years. At this time a home economics 
department was added. In comparison to the high school in 
Independence, Monmouth had a more developed science 
department while Independence offered more math. 

A 1946 building report stated that the building was 
structurally sound but it showed signs of excessive wear. The 
gymnasium, which was 20 years old, was in poor repair. In 
1949 a bond issue was approved for the construction of a new 
high school between Monmouth and Independence. 1950 was 
the last year classes were held and the 41st and final graduation 
saw 31 students receive diplomas. 
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Gordon Prati, 
: principal 
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Central High School, located mid-way between Monmouth and Independence on Highway 51. 


Central High School 


It is with pride in our school and in particular our band that I pen 
these few words for this historical endeavor. 

My own association with musical groups has spanned some thirty- 
five years. With this background I fully realize the importance of 
music to the lives of our citizens. No other aspect of our civilization 
is more universal than is music. It has expressed the hopes and 
desires of people of all ages and all times. I consider music as a vital 
component of our well-being. 

I wish to express my appreciation to the students who compiled 
the material for this book, as I know how many hours of work was 
put into this project. 

Gordon R. Pratt, Principal 


Current Facts 
Campus - 274 acres 
550 students enrolled, 37 teachers, 30 classrooms 


A high school located between Monmouth and Independence to 
serve the two communities was a very old idea, first mentioned in 
1889. The January, 1889 "Polk County Observer" stated that plans 
for a Union High School were being made. This was not 
accomplished and the two towns built their own separate high 
schools. 

Several times elections were held to consolidate the two local 
districts, such as in 1910,1937, and 1947. Finally in the spring of 
1949 voters approved consolidation of the two local school districts. 
The Monmouth Herald stated "a courtship that has lasted over 
sixty years is to end in a wedding." A $400,000 bond issue was 
approved on March 28,1949, for the construction of the high school. 
Forty acres of land was purchased from Dan Kelly, which was 
across the highway from a greenhouse that once stood where the 
Cedarwood Convalescent Center is now. 

The Portland firm of Annand and Kennedy were chosen as 
architects, with the E. E. Batterman Company the general 
contractors. Both firms have done other projects for the district. 
Footings were poured in November of 1949 and at the same time a 
citizen's committee was formed to find a name for the new school. 
This develops into a story of itself. There was a large amount of 
public interest and the local Monmouth Herald published a list 
each week of the suggestions it had received. Several names were 
South Polk, Luckiarnute, Midtown, Twinburg, Butler, Frernont, 
Patterson, Seymour and Tillicum. "Talmadge" was suggested, a 
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name later to be given the junior high built north of the high school. 
Several combinations of the names of Monmouth and _ In- 
dependence were brought forth: Indemon, Monindep and one 
ingenious concoction -- Indemouth. Another name was MID- 
Willamette (Monmouth Independence District). 

The name "Central" came later in the story. The Monmouth High 
School students prefered Midway, second Luckiamute and _ third 
Central. Former Monmouth H. S. principal Matt Thompson stood 
behind "James K. Polk High School", honoring the president who 
acquired the Oregon territory for the United States and whose name 
was given to Polk County. Still some other names listed were 
Central Willamette High, Marshall, Polk Central and several Indian 
names. 

The decision was left to the students of the two local high schools. 
The vote gave "Central" a large victory. Monmouth High School 
voted 80 for Central, 12 for Butler and one vote for Talmadge. 
Independence's vote was Central 240, Talmadge 63 and Butler 26. 

Central High School opened in September, 1950, with Principal 
Wayne Jordan heading a staff of 17 instructors, two cooks, two 
janitors and one secretary. The building had a total of 65 rooms: 8 
classrooms, 2 commercial rooms, science, library, home economics, 
cafeteria, kitchen, gym, storage, visual aids, dressing rooms, student 
store, faculty rooms and five administrative offices. One typical 
reaction of the new students was "It'll take a week to get from one 
class to another in the halls". Actually, the school is almost twice as 
big today as it was then. 

Soon after classes began the students selected the jungle cat 
"panther" as their mascot and the colors for the school would be red 
and white. 

There have been several additions to the school, one in 1957 and 
another in 1963. The latter added three classrooms, rooms for 
physics, biology and chemistry, a physical education enlargement, 
lavatories, a new library and storage rooms. The bus garage was 
converted into a shop and several rooms remodeled. A year later the 
shed north of the shop was converted into the agricultural training 
building. 

A major fire occurred on November 19, 1965, when the 
gymnasium was destroyed. The fire started at the end of the school 
day, when students were in the gym for an assembly. As the last 
people were cleared out, the floor was beginning to buckle. The 
outside concrete walls remained standing and the gym was rebuilt 
later at a cost of $286,000. 
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CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
FLOOR PLAN 


Catetetia 


Central High School Floor Plan - 1950 
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The I & M Railroad 


In March of 1889 a group of Independence businessmen 
got together and formed the Independence and Monmouth 
Railroad. With two miles of railroad track between the two 
cities they hoped to bring the growing communities 
together. The businessmen bought farms between 
Monmouth and Independence and built the right of way on 
their own property, outside of the city limits. 

On the first run, August 25, 1890, 143 passengers were 
carried. It had a sign with Independence and Monmouth 
clasping hands symbolizing the businessmen's hopes. The 
train was unable to make it up Beeler Hill, and the 
passengers got out and pushed the train into Monmouth. In 
the first year it carried 4,700 passengers. The railroad had 
no provision for turning around so the train ran forward 
into Monmouth and backed into Independence. 
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Another effort to bring the two towns together was 
"Talmage." Some houses, a flour mill and a race track 
were constructed. The only evidence of this small 
community would be the names "Talmadge Road" and 
"Talmadge Junior High School". Please note the two 
different spellings; it must have been changed through the 
years. 

During the "Gay Nineties" the I & M Railroad had 
considerable prosperity. By agreement with the Southern 
Pacific Railroad, the short line had right of way to Airlie 
and Dallas. After the turn of the century the automobile 
became a competitor and the end of the railroad could be 
seen. From 1912 to 1916 a gasoline powered car called the 
"Peanut Roaster" ran between Monmouth and 
Independence. In 1917 the railroad closed, the victim of 
progress and World War 1. 
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Campus Elementary School 


Campus Elementary School, on the campus of 
Oregon College of Education. 


Current Facts 
320 students enrolled, 17 teachers, 13 classrooms 


The present Campus Elementary School was built in 1916 by the 
state of Oregon, as part of Oregon College of Education, at the time 
called Oregon Normal School. The large two story brick building 
rose across the street from Todd Hall and to the north - east of 
Campbell Hall, at a cost of $35,000. The school was operated by the 
college and served as the elementary school for Monmouth. 

A new $120,000 primary unit was dedicated on March 18. 1949 on 
the back of the school to the northeast, which housed the first, second 
and third grades. Also at this time the original building was 
remodeled for $92,000. Nine years later a second wing was built 
across from the first addition, again behind the main building. This 
brought the capacity of the school to 300 pupils. 

In May, 1962, the school had 12 teachers and 321 students. Another 
$65,000 was spent for remodeling of the old building, The following 
school year some of the first and second grade students were 
transferred to Independence Elementary School, to help relieve 
overcrowding until the new Monmouth Elementary School was built 
on the east side of Monmouth. 

When the new school was finished in January of 1964 the 
enrollment number was brought down. At this time the name was 
changed to Campus Elementary School. 
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The back entrance to Campus Elementary School, looking westward. 
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Independence Elementary School 


Current Facts 
Campus - 3 acres, two story brick building 
270 students enrolled, 12 teachers, 12 classrooms 


The site where the present Independence Elementary School is located 
was once the site of a large school building built in 1891. For more 
information on this, see the "Early Schools of Independence." 

On June 13, 1917 school district No. 29, which served Independence, 
voted to enter into a contract with Oregon Normal School (currently 
Oregon College of Education). The contract allowed "critic" teachers to 
come into the district and maintain a training school. 


Oregon governor Walter M. Pierce signed a bill appropriating $125,000 
for the construction of a new training school in Independence on March 3, 
1925. Three months later block 19 of Henry Hill's town of Independence 
was deeded to the state for the school. Work was begun and a $12,000 
gymnasium-playshed was built not long after, to the west of the school. 

Mrs. W. A. Barnum served as principal for four years after the school 
opened and later Mrs. W. F. McBee (Oma Belle Emmonds) was in charge 
for ten years. 


The year 1929 saw a kindergarten added to the school, which held the 
first through the eighth grades. 

The school was remodeled and modernized in 1959, bringing a total of 12 
classrooms, an office, kitchen, library and a multi- purpose room in the 
building. 


In recent years, as the area grows, Independence Elementary has been 
used as a primary school, housing the first, second and third grades. Henry 
Hill Elementary School is used for the next three grades. 
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David Barker, 
principal 


IES gym, constructed in 1926. 
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Henry Hill School 


Current Facts 
Campus - 9 acres 
260 students enrolled, 9 teachers and 9 classrooms 


After the High School students moved from the Independence 
H.S. Building, the seventh and eighth graders attended the school. 
A growing population necessitated a large addition in the mid- 
fifties. Eight classrooms were added at a cost of $37,000; 
remodeling included two classrooms, a teachers room, a library 
and installation of new acoustical tile and lighting. 

In August of 1961 a fire caused minor damage around the boiler 
and chimney of the gymnasium. 

Talmadge Junior High School was finished in January of 1967 
and the structure was converted into an Elementary School, some 
students that had attended Independence Elementary School now 
entering the building. In recent years the school has housed the 
fourth, fifth and sixth grades. 


The Henry Hill School 
gymnasium, built in the 
first half of the century. 


David Barker, 
principal 
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Henry Hill School Floor Plan 
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Current Facts 
Campus - 11 acres, 14 classrooms 
360 students enrolled, 14 teachers 


"Monmouth Elementary School" was a name first applied to the 
elementary school operated by Oregon College of Education, 
which is now called Campus Elementary School. The name 
change occurred in 1964 when a new school was built on the east 
side of Monmouth, to serve grades one through six. 

Construction of the school began in 1963 and students first 
occupied the building on January 27, 1964. It had seven 
classrooms, library, office, kitchen, multi-purpose room and 
several storerooms. Six grades were taught with one classroom to 
each grade plus one first / second grade split. Enrollment was 190 
students. 

Three and one half years after the school opened the sixth grade 
was moved to Henry Hill Elementary School in independence and 
one year later the fifth grade was moved also. This was to 
eliminate overcrowding. The school housed only the first through 
the fourth grades until 1971, when a new addition was completed. 
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Construction on the spacious new wing was begun in the summer 
of 1970 and classes were moved in after Christmas vacation. This 
doubled the capacity of the school, adding seven new classrooms, a 
work room and two storage rooms. 
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Talmadge Junior High School 


Talmadge Junior High School, located on 16th street in Independence. 


Current Facts 


Campus -- 27 1/4 acres, with 29 classrooms and gym 
600 students enrolled and 34 teachers. 


On an early morning in January, 1967, the new school of 
Talmadge opened its doors to the students. Here was a new school, 
an inviting as well as beautiful school, one that had a new concept 
in the field of teaching. 

The building was unique in that it had the idea of a multiple 
classroom. By opening folding doors, four classrooms can be 
made into one, for larger classes and a central podium. The 
carpeted library is very spacious and has an inviting atmosphere. 
Each room has very few windows, usually only one or two, 
leaving more room for blackboard or bulletin board space. 

Talmadge Junior High, accommodating grades 7 through 9, was 
a well needed relief from Henry Hill School, an old structure used 
previously. From 1960 to 1965 the number of students increased 
by 33 percent and enrollment in 1969 was about 600 students. 
These figures showed more space was needed. 

On June 24,1965, voters gave a hearty approval to a 1.2 million 
dollar bond issue for construction. The result was 467 to 190, in 
favor. The firm of Annand, Boone, Drynan & Huffstutter was 
chosen as architects and the Robert D. Morrow Company was 
named general contractor. 

The completed school had a well stocked library, experienced 
faculty and an active student body. The school colors are blue and 
gold with the mascot being the Cougar. 

James R. Hayden was chosen to be the first principal for 
Talmadge, and he served two and one half years. Resigning at the 
end of the school year in 1970, he is now living in Japan. Marrven 
R. Petersen, formerly of Sweet Home High School, was chosen to 
step into the principal's chair. 
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1961-62 band under the direction of Conley Stephenson 


Central High Band 


The first band director for Central High School was Paul E. Dodd. 
He directed the band through the years 1950-1951 and 1951-1952. 
Robert Thompson directed the band for the next six years. His term 
started in 1953 and ended in 1959. The next director was Edwin 
Kaphammer, who served for one year, 1959- 1960. 

From 1960 until 1963 the band was directed by Conley Stephenson. 
Mr. Stephenson is presently a mathematics teacher at Central High. 
He has been teaching math for ten years. During his first year as 
director the band had a busy year. Some of the highlights of the year 
were a concert at Meier and Frank's in Salem, a Navy Band Concert, a 
Mendez Trumpet Concert, a state football game and a band picnic. 
The concert at Meier and Frank's was due to the city of Salem 
receiving the All-American City award. The band also held three 
concerts during that year, on December 22, April 13 and May. 10. 

The following year the band also held three concerts. In the spring 
of 1962 five members of the band were able to participate in Music in 
May, a program held each year as a workshop for music students. The 
students from Central were Suzanne Leach, Virginia Ferguson, 
Candace Firestone, John Boge and Loren Irving. 

In the year 1962-63 the band attended a concert in Corvallis 
featuring the famous United States Marine Band, on October 17. 
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On December 20 the band held its Christmas concert. The Pep Band 
was honored to play at the state A-2 basketball tournament on March 
20,1963, in which Central won the state championship. The trip was 
possible by money donated by the Elks' Club. Spring concerts were 
held on April 18 and May 7. 

The following year Bill White became the new band director at 
Central High. In the first semester the band played at many football 
half-time shows. The Christmas concert and a music festival held at 
North Marion High School highlighted the year. 

William White was still director the next year, and the band went to 
the annual Veteran's Day parade in Albany. 


Beginning in 1965 Ray Krueger was the Band director. During his 
first year the band had several fund raising programs for new 
uniforms. Two of these programs were a jazz concert on November 10 
and the selling of band booster stickers. During the next five years the 
band was busy with the football games, festivals and concerts. 

In 1970 the band traveled to Scio for the annual Lamb and Wool 
Festival. The band marched in the parade. 

The next year was the beginning of the fund raisin drive to earn 
money for a trip to Mexico during spring vacation of 1973. For more 
information on the trip, see article later in this book. 
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Band director Ray Krueger works out a 
football half-time show with the 
students, 1967. 
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First row, |. to r.: Mary Baker, Irma Coronada, Lucy Oliveros, Paula Listug, Lynn Brown, 
Don Main, Diane Smith, Kim Boatwright, Patty Ross, Gina Firman, Holly Hamilton, Deann 
Pettit, Terri Wilson; Second row: Glen Sedivy, Mike Stone, Robbie Wallace, Jeff Clarke, Rick 
Dale, Doug Edmonds, Kevin Scott, Jim Austin, Ralph Siegfreid, Diane Smith, Norm Ross, 
Corbey Boatwright, Janice Christensen, Sally Rafferty, Mike Lafferty; Third row: Mike 
Wynn, Steve Hamilton, Rick Serex, Tom Slyh, Tim Smith, Bryce Dohrman, Don Muncrief, 
Jeff Paulsen, Mark Richards, Kevin Tabler, Jim Melheim, David Coleman, Gordon Brouse, 
Rod Olsen, Rick Cornish, Mike Richards; Back row: John Hand, Mark Hill, Director Ray 
Krueger. Not included in picture: Liz Hall, Mark Kenny, Charles Landes. 
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Trip to Mexico 
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The purpose behind this history book is to raise funds for the 
Central High Band's trip to northern Mexico, planned for Spring 
Vacation, 1973. The trip will build goodwill between the two 
countries, give valuable experience to students who haven't 
traveled to other countries, and give students a good time. 
Preparation for the trip, in the way of fund raising and civic 
activities, will be a general benefit to all. 

The following is a tentative schedule for the trip, only an 
outline: 

Saturday, March 17 -- Arrive in Disneyland in Los Angeles for 
sightseeing and concert. 

Sunday -- Leave for Tijuana, arriving at noon, play concert, 
depart for Ensenada. 

Monday -- Leave for Santa Rosalia and other points of interest. 
Evening concert on board ferry to Guaymas. 

Tuesday and Wednesday -- Stay in Guaymas for concerts and 
relaxing. 

Thursday -- Depart to Hermolsillo for sightseeing and concert. 

Friday -- Go to Nogales for tour through Conn instrument 
manufacturing 
plant. 

Saturday -- Start homeward with possible stops at the Grand 
Canyon in Arizona. 

The minimum cost of the trip is around $3,500, as a preliminary 
figure. This includes transportation, lodging, meals and gas. It is 
planned for each student to pay a part of the cost, and this amount 
hasn't been determined yet. 

Several fund raising activities have already been held, such as a 
bottle drive and selling Band Booster Stickers at football games. 
One project has been selling "Bestline" household products to 
local residents, which has been successful. As with any 
undertaking such as this, community support and spirit is needed. 
The band would like to thank everyone who has donated time or 
money toward the trip. Ole! 


Independence 


| Groceries 


Meats 
Produce 


“Your Friendly IGA Store’ 


It has been very gratifying teaching at Central. Eight years 
seems to have slipped by very quickly. 

This year's band is an organization that our school and 
community can certainly be proud of. The publication of this 
outstanding book is an example of the quality of work 
possible by our students. It was produced entirely by the 
students in the band. I hope you will give us a chance to show 
what an outstanding musical group we are by attending our 
concerts and supporting our projects. 

A good deal of our support comes, as always, from the 
merchants in our area. Please show your appreciation when 
shopping. 

Ray Krueger 


Ray Krueger, present director of the Central High Band 


Flamingo Fine Food 
Good Food 


Plenty To Eat 


OPEN: 6 AM. Until 9 P. M. 


Central High School Donors 


Gold Donors 
Mr. and Mrs. M. G. Boatwright 
Gordon Brouse, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Cornish 
Dr. James Epple 
Floyd Fisher 
Ray Krueger 
Mr. and Mrs. E. A. Sedivy 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Slyh 


Silver Donors 


Mr. and Mrs. D. H. Paulsen 
Dr. Leonard Rice 
Conley Stephenson 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Van Loan 
Tom's Drive In 
Davison Auto Parts 


The Central High Band wishes to thank the many 
people who have contributed to their fund raising 
drive for a Friendship Tour to Mexico. Countless 
people have helped the cause with either time or 
money. 
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Central High Choralairs 


Chorus trip to British Columbia, 1960 


In 1951 the Central High Choralairs were introduced to In- 
dependence and Monmouth. They started off a whiz bang year with a 
comic operetta called "Send for Aphais." The story was based on small 
town life and farms which were threatened by bugs in their hops and 
fruit trees. Leading roles were played by Lee Weaver, a bug expert 
from Washington D. C. Pat Perkins, Margaret McGonegal, Jo Rogers, 
and Gene Barnard. That same year an outstanding spring concert was 
performed by the Choralairs among many other presentations, 
including those of the sextet and the quartet. Under the direction of 
Joyce Garver, Choralairs were off to a good start. White blouses were 
purchased for the girls and risers were obtained. 

In 1952 Gilbert Jimerfield and Shirley Gray made a cute pair in love 
in the operetta "H.M.S. Pinafore", a Gilbert and Sullivan creation. The 
presentation marked the second annual operetta to be given by the 
Choralairs under the direction of Joyce Garver. The musical was 
performed to raise money for choir robes besides providing 
entertainment for all. 

In May of the same year, the Central High Choralairs took top 
honors and received a rating of "1" at a music competition festival in 
Albany. 

The following year, 1953, one of the largest crowds to gather in the 
High School auditorium enjoyed the Choralairs present the "Gay 
Nineties Revue" under the direction of Joyce Garver. Over 70 students 
participated in the musical. A couple of the highlights of the exciting 
evening were the songs, "Sidewalks of New York" and "Peggy 
O'Neil,” in which the entire choir took part. 

A carnival was planned by the Choralairs, civic groups and Dee 
Taylor to raise money for choir robes in the month of February. All 
kinds of fun, prizes and entertainment contributed to a delightful 
evening in the Central Gym. Music was provided for dancing by 
Bovle's Bums and many other surprising numbers were done by the 
choir including the "Can Can" by the girl's sextet. 

OCE hosted a Western Music Contest in which the Central Chorus 
rated "excellent". The competition lasted all day and included 23 other 
schools in western Oregon. 

A big occasion of the choir that year was the appearance of the new 
choir robes. They were royal blue with white satin trimming inside the 
sleeves. The Choralairs appeared in their brand new robes for the first 
time in the annual pictures. The robes also had a white satin stole 
draped over the shoulders, reaching below the waistline. 

In 1954, under the direction of Janus Evans, the choir attended a 
Western Oregon Division Music Contest. 


The choir sang three pieces - "When Rocks Fly Homeward," "God 
is a Spirit", and "Ain't That Good News". They received good ratings. 
Miss Evans led the Choralairs the following two years in a series of 
excellent presentations from both the chorus and the small ensembles. 

1958 started a new era for the Choralairs as the first male vocal 
instructor came to lead the singers in a series of exciting 
performances. Mr. Bob Clausen directed the choir for the following 
five years. In 1959, he led the choir in the musical, "The Belle of the 
West". Dennis Newton, Jan Stapleton, Kent Ward and Mike Bremmer 
took the leading roles. Six new singing groups were formed. Sixty- 
three students, 29 more than the year before, made up the choir and 
started planning a trip to British Columbia the following year. Many 
fund raising activities were held. 

In 1960 the Choralairs made their first record, full of beautiful 
Christmas music. In May the Choralairs took a school bus to Salem 
and boarded two Hamman busses to Canada. Many sightseeing tours 
included Cradiarock Castle, the San Juan Ferry, the Grouse Mountain 
chair lifts, the famous Buchart Gardens and many other outstanding 
sights. 

"Swinging High" was the musical of 1961. It was put on at 
Campbell Hall in OCE, which was later destroyed in the storm of 
1962. The story was based on a modern high school, and money 
raised was used toward the '63 trip to British Columbia. 

The musical of the year 1963 was "Calamity Jane" with standing 
room only on the three nights it played. The leading roles were played 
by Pete Peterson as Wild Bill and Sue Mull as Calamity Jane. It was 
said to be the most ambitious musical comedy the Choralairs had ever 
presented. Another Christmas record was made this year. 

Another great year with Bob Clausen was 1962, with "Finnian's 
Rainbow" performed by the Choralairs. A great turnout accounted for 
the $420 raised for another trip to British Columbia. Mr. Clausen was 
presented with a gift from his students for his fine directing and as a 
going away present since he would not be there the following year. 


Connie Massey as Daisy Mae in "Little Abner." 


The 1972-73 Central High Choir directed by Mrs. Claytene Vick 


The chorus also attended a Jester Hairson festival and cut their third 
record. Various other activities included singing on TV, selling 
candy at Thanksgiving and making a community calendar. 

Bill White led the Choralairs in 1964 for a wonderful year of 
singing and concerts. The musical of the year was "Eye Bye Birdie" 
in which Sylvia Dornheeker and Al Reynolds took the leading roles. 

Mr. Ray Krueger became the choir director in 1966. The first year 
he taught the choir went to Canada and spent 4 days touring British 
Columbia. The choir also put on the annual Thanksgiving concert, 
Sunrise Service and a Christmas concert. 

In 1967 the chorus gave many different scenes from Broadway 
shows, all in one show. 


JOHN PFAFF & CO. 


INSURANCE 


284 MAIN STREET 


Phone, 638-1155 INDEPENDENCE OREGON 


"Your Protection Is Our Profession” 


JOHN PFAFF THOMAS KARREN 
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The very successful musical of 1968 was "Music Man". Steve 
McEiravy and Liz Riddell played the leading roles, with Margie 
Harthun, Ann Elwell and Dan Graham in the supporting roles. 

A very popular comic strip musical was presented in 1969 "Lil 
Abner" turned out to be very successful. Connie Massey played 
Daisy Mae and Steve MeElravy played Lil Abner. 

In 1970 the Choralairs staged several musicals, including "The 
Pirates of Penzance" under the direction of Ray Krueger in March. 

1971 brought a new director to the Choralairs, Bob Blodget. A 
story known to all, the "Princess and the Pea" was presented. It was 
an excellent play with Jeni Vawter and Jo Campbell taking the 
leading roles. 


CENTRAL PRINTING 


295 East Main Street 
Monmouth, Oregon 


97361 


Pi one 838-0661 


Complete Offset and Letlerpress equipment 
AU types of printing for your business or social 
organization. 


1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 


1919-20 
1920-21 
1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 
1924-25 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 
1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 
1940-41 
1941-42 
1942-43 
1943-44 
1944-45 
1945-46 
1946-47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 


1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 
1953-54 


Monmouth High School 


Miss McNeal 
J. W. Livingston 
E.L. Keezel 
E.L. Keezel 
E.L. Keezel 
E.H. Hedrick 
E.H. Hedrick 
Armilda Doughty 


W. Tavenner 


F. Grover 
. L. Gooding 
L. Gooding 
L. Gooding 
M. Roth 
M. Roth 
M. Roth 
Roth 
Roth 
Roth 
F.M. Roth 
F.M. Roth 
F.M. Roth 
F.M. Roth 
F.M. Roth 
F.M. Roth 
F.M. Roth 
. Thompson 
. Thompson 
. Thompson 
Thompson 
Thompson 
. Thompson 
. C. Stanbrough 
. C. Stanbrough 
Ermine K. Gentle 
Russul A. Hollinshead 
Ermine K. Gentle 
Ermine K. Gentle 
Ermine K. Gentle 


Central High School 


< 


77MIN w 
K 


< 


M 
M 
M. 
M. 
M 
A 
A 


Wayne Jordan 
Wayne Jordan 
Wayne Jordan 
Wayne Jordan 


Principals 


Campus Elementary 


Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 
Florence Beardsley 


Dora Scheffskey 


Nebrietta Wofer 


Elmer Ensz 


Elmer Ensz 


Dr. William S. Wagner 
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Independence H.S. 


C. F. Waltman 


B. A. Teats 
B. A. Teats 


0. D. Byers 

0. D. Byers 

0. D. Byers 

0. D. Byers 

L. L. Gooding 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 
Paul E. Robinson 


Henry Hill School 


Elmer Ensz 


James Curtin 


Independence Elem. 


Katherine Arbuthnot 


Mrs. W. A. Barnum 
Mrs. W. A. Barnum 
Mrs. W. A. Barnum 
Mrs. W. A. Barnum 
J. S. Fuller 

J. S. Fuller 

Oma Belle Emmons 
Oma Belle Emmons 
Mrs. W. F. McBee 
Mrs. W. F. McBee 
Mrs. W.  F. McBee 
Mrs. W. F. McBee 
Mrs. W. F. McBee 
Mrs. W. F. McBee 
Mrs. W. F. McBee 
Mrs. W. F. McBee 
Victor N. Phelps 


Harold Sprague 

John Jensen 

Adolphe D. MeAnear 
Adolphe D. MeAnear 


Elmer Ensz 


James Curtin 


1954-55 


1955-56 
1956-57 
1957-58 
1958-59 
1959-60 
1960-61 
1961-62 
1962-63 
1963-64 
1964-65 
1965-66 
1966-67 
1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 
1971-72 
1972-73 


Central High School 


Wayne Jordan 


Howard B. Holt 
Howard B. Holt 
Clarence Mellbye 
Clarence Mellbye 
Clarence Mellbye 
Clarence Melibye 
Clarence Mellbye 
Clarence Mellbye 
Clarence Mellbye 
Clarence Melibye 
Gordon Pratt 
Gordon Pratt 
Gordon Pratt 
Gordon Pratt 
Gordon Pratt 
Gordon Pratt 
Gordon Pratt 
Gordon Pratt 


1964-65 
1965-66 
1966-67 
1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 
1971-72 
1972-73 


| BLOCK TY ROEPENDERCE Ht 
415 S, 11TH INDE 


A 


Principals continued 


Campus Elem. 
Dr. William S. Wagner 


Dr. William S. Wagner 
Dr. William S. Wagner 
Ralph Farrow, Jr. 
Ralph Farrow, Jr. 

Dr. Jesse Garrison 

Dr. Jesse Garrison 
Ward Melendy 

Ward Melendy 

Ward Melendy 

Ward Melendy 

Dale Harp 

Dale Harp 

Dale Harp 

Dale Harp 

Dale Harp 

Dale Harp 

Robert G. Ogan 

Dale Harp 


Monmouth Elem. Sch. 


David Barker 
David Barker 
Ken Brinkerhoff 
Ken Brinkerhoff 
Ken Brinkherhoff 
Ken Brinkerhoff 
Ken Brinkerhoff 
Ken Brinkerhoff 
Ken Brinkerhoff 


INDEPENDENCE 
MONMOUTH P= 


PERSONALIZED SERVICE by 
Auuline H oust, Y OWNER 


hone 
838-0806 
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Henry Hill School 
Ralph Farrow, Jr. 


Ralph Farrow, Jr. 
Ralph Farrow, Jr. 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
Maynard Christenson 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 


Talmadge Jr. Hi Sch. 


James Hayden 
James Hayden 
James Hayden 
James Hayden 
Marven R. Petersen 
Marven R. Petersen 
Marven R. Petersen 


Indep. Elem. School 
Ralph Farrow, Jr. 


Ralph Farrow Jr. 
Ralph Farrow Jr. 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
Bruce Hamilton 
James Hayden 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 
David Barker 


M. I. C. O. 
Feed and Seed 


599 South Third Street 
Independence 


"For All Your Farming Needs’ 


Central High School Varsity Cheerleaders 


1951-1952 
Peggy Moberly + 
Marilyn Mull 
Shirley Pippin 
Doris Stevens 


Margaret Stump 


1958 - 1959 
Junia McKnight+ 
Betty Crane 
Ronnie Kelly 
Carol Small 
Lynn Dene Yung 


1961 - 1962 


Joni Katter+ 
Ricki Burns 

Jan Hansen 
Nicki Looney 
Carolyn McLean 


1964 - 1965 

Patti Allen+ 
Sharon Cobine 
Sylvia Dornheeker 
Kathy Erickson 
Ann Hill 


1967 - 1968 
Jenny Blake+ 
Karen Blake 
Kathy Blake 
Nancy Brents 
Paula Vawter 


1970-1971 
Cheryl Albritton+ 
Ruth Crider 
Bette Gibson 
Kim McCullough 
Jolyn McDowell 


+- Queen 


1954 - 1955 
Janey Farmen+ 
Rahna Harpole 
Karen Katter 


Nancy Wintermute 


1959 - 1960 
Sue Stevenson+ 
Pat Brian 

Pat Lane 
Dianna Rule 


Lynn Dene Yung 


1962 - 1963 


Ricki Burns+ 
Joni Katter 

Margie Lofton 
Mary Melendy 


1965 - 1966 
Sharon Cobine+ 
Jeri Davis 

Judi Kucera 
Vicki Morris 


1968 - 1969 
Connie Massey+ 
Kathy Blake 
Kim Larsen 
Nanette Oster 
Paula Vawter 


1971 - 1972 
Cheryl Albritton+ 
Jean Lindley 
Linda Marx 

Kim McCullough 


Gwen Morgan 
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1957 - 1958 
Irene Jenkins+ 
Jeanie Rhodes 
Janet Ruggles 
Jean Taylor 


1960 - 1961 
Judy Paulsen+ 
Kelly Cutsforth 
Rae Dickinson 
Glenda Hopkins 


Dianna Rule 


1963 - 1964 


Donna Boyle+ 

Sharon Hathaway 
Andy Jones 

Janice Paulsen 


1966 - 1967 
Jane Winegar+ 
Jane Allen 
Jenny Blake 
Jeri Davis 
Jean Winegar 


1969 - 1970 
Kim Larsen+ 
Chris Blair 

Kelle Dunckel 
Jolyn MeDiwekk 
Paula Piper 


1972 - 1973 
Jean Lindley+ 
Deann Cobine 
Connie Helms 
Judy Pratt 
Linzel Wilhelm 


Central High Football Coaches and Won-Loss Record 


Year Head Football Coach WLT J.V. Football Coach Freshman Football Coach 
50-51 Sam F. Ramey 6-0-3 

51-52 Sam F. Ramey 4-2-2 

52-53 G. Sam Bell 4-5 

53-54 G. Sam Bell 5-4 James Porter 

54-55 G. Sam Bell 8-1 James Porter 

55-56 G. Sam Bell 4-4-1 Ray Coleman 

56-57 Max Wilkins-Marv Heater 9-1-1 Joe Lorinez Ray Coleman 

57-58 Marv Heater 7-2 Joe Lorinez Ray Coleman 

58-59 Marv Heater 8-1 Dick Shaw-Max Wilkins Ray Coleman 

59-60 Marv Heater 7-2 Dick Shaw Ray Coleman 

60-61 Marv Heater 12-0+ Dick Shaw Ray Coleman 

61-62 Bill Hargadine 9-1-1 Burt Williams Ray Coleman 

62-63 Bill Hargadine 10-1+ Burt Williams Ray Coleman 

63-64 Bill Hargadine 8-2 Walter Sinclair Ray Coleman 

64-65 Bill Hargadine 8-1 Walter Sinclair Ray Coleman 

65-66 Bill Hargadine 4-5 Walter Sinclair Ray Coleman 

66-67 Bill Hargadine 7-1-1 Alan Moberg- Carol Cable Ray Coleman 

67-68 Bill Hargadine 12-0+ Alan Moberg Ray Coleman 

68-69 Bill Hargadine 7-4 Alan Moberg Ray Coleman 

69-70 Charles Harris 7-2 Woody Simart-Dick Arnold Ray Coleman 

70-71 Charles Harris 8-2 Dick Arnold Ray Coleman + A2 State 
71-72 Charles Harris 8-1 Dick Arnold Ray Coleman Champions 
72-73 Charles Harris 4-5 Dick Arnold Rav Coleman 


Linzel Wilhelm Judy Pratt Deann Cobine 
Connie Helms 
Jean Lindley (Queen) 


51 


Central High State A-2 Football Champions 


1960 State A-2 Champions 


First Row: John Leum, Allen Riddell, Pete Peterson, Greg Hartman, 
Jim Fisher, Gary Neal, Marvin BusbyDale Wildfang, Larry Taylor, 
John Travis, Bruce Fulton. Second Row: Jim Vanderfeen, Dick 
Ward, Don Chitwood, Larry Lierman, Dennis Palmer, Eddie 
Stogsdill, Wayne Cobine, Dwight Cummins, John Haggerty, 


yest eer rey 


Top row 1. tor. - G. Neal, B. DeForest, D. Wildfang, G. Hartman, P. 
Peterson, D. Schulmerich, L. Brian, A. Riddle, L. Taylor, D. 
Overman, J. Winegar, M. Busby, J. Fisher, Middle row - Coach 
Hargadine, Coach Sinclair, B. Baker, G. Jenkins, D. Johnson, P. 
Melendy, L. Case, B. Gardner, B. Foster, K. Bauersfeld, R. Brown, J. 


Costello, G. Rye, N. Johnson, J. Breyman, 


Lee, 


1962 State A-2 Champions 


7 
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Larry Godfrey, Leon King, Paul Lierman, Marv Heater (Coach). 
Third How. Mr. Stensland (Coach) Ricky Lane, J. D. Linville, Bill 
Bork, Jim Hall, LeRoy Johnson, Steve Pfaff, Steve Rule, Don 
Walker, Ben Hojara, Bob Hill, Dave Riddell, Jim Taylor, John 
Lindow. 


lee Fm Fore 97S 
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B. Parkinson, H. Tarter, H. Catcheart, Coach Williams, Coach 
Stensland. Bottom row - M. Gies, G. Aker, D. Kern, Y. Becerra, G. 
Hartman, D. Engbolm, R. Lawler, T. Case, M. Fish, N. Pfaff, P. 
Darling, R. Hjort, R. Sugden, T. Brating, S. Casey, D. Baker, R. Frey, 
G. Meyers, R. Chase. 


76F, 


? 
Lee 


1967 State A-2 Champions 


Bottom Row- Mike Vaughn, Mer., Wally Hansen, Ken Chace, Kurt 
Davis, Gary Myers, Dick Riebert, Gary King, Greg Morton, Al 
Weaver, Gary Barton, Dick Miller. Middle Row: Kevan Pratt, Kent 
Pratt, Doug Engblom, Steve Pyles, Laren 
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Garner, Greg Byers, Tom Pfaff, Dave Aldrich, Doug Taylor, Herb 
Hinds, Mgr. Top Row: Coach Harris, Phil Smith, Steve McArthur, 
Cliff Frey, Joe Fallin, Lloyd Graves, Juan Rangel, Dave Lorence, 
Coach Hargadine. 


Central High Athletic Coaches and Team Records 


Freshman or Sophomore 


Year Head Basketball Coach WLT J.V. Basketball Coach Basketball Coach 
50-51 John T. Mathis 15-10 Don M. Kieling Sam F, Ramey 
51-52 John T. Mathis Don M. Kieling 
52-53 Warren J. Schue 14-9 Don M. Kieling 
53-54 Warren J. Schue 0-23 G. Sam Bell James Porter 
54-55 Warren J. Schue 10-7 James Porter Ray Coleman 
55-56 Warren J. Schue James Porter Ray Coleman 
56-57 Ray Coleman 10-12 Max Wilkins Joe Lorinez 
57-58 Ray Coleman 13-7 Max Wilkins Joe Lorinez 
58-59 Ray Coleman 9-11 Max Wilkins Dick Shaw 
59-60 Ray Coleman 9-9 Don Stensland Dick Shaw 
60-61 Ray Coleman 11-11 Don Stensland Dick Shaw 
61-62 Don Stensland 14-6 Dick Shaw Burt Williams 
62-63 Don Stensland 21-1+ Dick Shaw Burt Williams 
63-64 Don Stensland 18-5 Neff Roy Peterson 
64-65 Don Stensland Neff Roy Peterson 
65-66 Don Stensiand Carol Cable Pete Glennie 
66-67 Don Stensland 11-9 Carol Cable Pete Glennie 
67-63 Carol Cable 10-10 Charles Harris Don Edwards 
68-69 Carol Cable 16-7 Charles Harris Don Edwards 
69-70 Charles Newkirk 10-10 Charles Harris Don Edwards 
70-71 Charles Newkirk 1-21 Charles Harris Don Edwards 
71-72 Carol Cable 9-12 Dick Arnold Don Edwards 
72-73 Carol Cable Dick Arnold Don Edwards 

+A2 State Champions 
Year Head Wrestling Coach WLT Head Baseball Coach WLT Head Boy's Track Coach 
50-51 Sam Ramey John Mathis 
51-52 -- 
52-53 -- 
53-54 -- Warren Schue Sam Bell 
54-55 -- Sam Bell 
55-56 
56-57 Marv Heater 5-7-1 Ray Coleman 14-3 Marv Heater 
57-58 Marv Heater 6-8 Ray -Coleman 20-2+ Marv Heater-Max Wilkins 
58-59 James Porter 7-6-1 Ray Coleman 11-11 Marv Heater-Max Wilkins 
59-60 James Porter 4-3 Ray Coleman 12-8 Marv Heater 
50-51 Walter Sinclair Ray Coleman 14-8 Burt Williams 
61-62 Walter Sinclair 11-3 Ray Coleman 16-6 
62-63 Walter Sinclair Ray Coleman 6-14 
63-64 Walter Sinclair Ray Coleman 8-12 Robert Miller 
64-65 Walter Sinclair Ray Coleman 10-12 Robert Miller 
65-66 Walter Sinclair Ray Coleman 11-11 Robert Miller 
66-67 Walter Sinclair 10-1 Ray Coleman 14-10 Alan Moberg 
67-68 Gary Drill 14-0 Ray Coleman 12-10 Alan Moberg 
68-69 Gary Drill 2-7 Ray Coleman 16-6 Alan Moberg 
69-70 Gary Drill 3-9 Ray Coleman 14-6 Alan Moberg 
70-71 Gary Drill 10-9 Henry Mendazona 14-7 Alan Moberg 
71-72 Gary Drill 1-10 Henry Mendazona 2-14 Alan Moberg 
72-23 Gary Drill Alan Moberg 

+A2 Champions 


1950-1954 No Wrestling program 
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Year 
1967 
67-68 


68-69 


69-70 


70-71 


71-72 


72-73 


Year 

1967 

67-68 
68-69 
69-70 
70-71 
71-72 
72-73 


Year 

1967 

67-68 
68-69 
69-70 
70-71 
71-72 


72-73 


Talmadge Athletic Coaches 


7th Football 
Ernest Teal 
Ernest Teal 


Ernest Teal 


Ted Baimbridge 


7th - 8th Football 
William Bearse 


Ernest Teal 


Frank Barnet 


7th Basketball 
Doyle Hatfield 
John Bond 

Ted Baimbridge 
Del Caldwell 
Ted Baimbridge 
Del Caldwell 
Del Caldwell 


7th - 8th Wrestling 
Robert Lee 

Robert Lee 

William Taft 


Dallas Coon 


Robert Browning 


Bill Brock 


Bill Brock 


8th Football 
Charles Vawter 
Charles Vawter 


Dallas Coon 


Ernest Teal 


Carl Sheeon 


Ted Baimbridge 


Bill Brock 


8th Basketball 
Charles Vawter 
Doyle Hatifled 
Doyle Hatfield 
Ted Baimbridge 
Del Caldwell 
Ted Bairnbridge 
Ted Baimbridge 


9th Wrestling 
Robert Lee 
Robert Lee 
Matt Kjelstad 
Matt Kjetstad 
Matt Kjelstad 


Matt Kjelstad 


Matt Kjelstad 
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9th Football 


Ray Coleman 
Ray Coleman 
Matt Kjelstad 
Ray Coleman 
Matt Kjelstad 
Ray Coleman 


Matt Kjelstad 


Ray Coleman 
Matt Kjelstad 


Ray Coleman 
Matt Kjelstad 


9th Basketball 


Matt Kjetstad 
Frank Kellum 
Frank Kellum 
Frank Kellum 
Frank Kellum 
Frank Kellum 


7th-8th Track 
John Bond 
John Bond 
Frank Kellum 
Ernest Teal 
Frank Kellum 
Ernest Teal 
Ernest Teal 
Dick Hoffrnan 
Ernest Teal 
Dick Hoffman 
Dick Hoffman 
Carl Sheeon 


Girls' Athletic 
Kathy Burnside 
Jackie Peterson 


Jackie Peterson 


Jackie Peterson 


Wanda Wells 


Wanda Wells 


Wanda Wells 


9th Basketball 


Frank Kellum 
William Bearse 
William Bearse 
William Bearse 
William Bearse 
Don Tichenor 


9th Track 


Alan Moberg 
Alan Moberg 


Alan Moberg 


Alan Moberg 


Alan Moberg 


Don Tichenor 


Central Relays Past Results 


1954 Central Willarnina Cascade Drain Salem Academy Oakridge 
1955. Newport Central Elmira Serra Canby, Rainier Molalla 
1956 Newport Serra Waldport Oakridge Molalla 

1957 Oakridge Rainier Central Dallas 

1958 N. Marion Reynolds Molalla, Rainier 

1959 — Stayton Pleasant Hill Seaside Oakridge Central 

1960 = Stayton Pleasant Hill Central Oakridge Rainier 

1961 Seaside Serra Willamina Oakridge Sherwood Sutherlin 
1962 Central Linn Junction City, Serra Seaside Oakridge Pleasant Hill 

1963 Central Linn Serra Junction City,Seaside Oakridge Pleasant Hill 

1964 Junction City Oakridge Serra St. Francis Central Linn Santiam 
1965  — Siuslaw Oakridge Junction City St. Francis Seaside,Central Linn Mapleton 
1966 = Siuslaw Oakridge Taft Willamina Pleasant Hill 

1967 ~—_ Siuslaw Taft Central Elmira Cent. Linn,St.Francis 

1968 Central Central Linn Rogue River Junction City Taft Siuslaw 
1969 ~— Central Tigard West Linn St. Helens Dallas The Dalles 
1970 =‘ Tigard Dallas West Linn Central Newberg St. Helens 
1971 St. Helens Central Dallas Sweet Home Canby Tillamook 
1972 St. Helens Canby Central Dallas Newberg Tigard 


of 


instrument 


Wiltsey-Weathers 


Music, Inc. 


of Salem 


factories 


Oregon has made arrangements to host 
the Central High School Band on a 
guided tour through this most modern 
located in 
Nogales, Arizona. This should be one of 
the highlights of the band trip. 


New, modern home of C. G. Conn Corp. "Artley" 
Woodwind instrument factory - Nogales, Arizona. 
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Left to Right: Rick Cornish, editor in chief; Doug Edmonds, co-editor; Glen Sedivy, assistant; 
Steve Vincent, photographer; Jeff Paulsen, advertising editor. Others assisting with the book 
were Mary Baker, Kim Boatwright, Lynn Brown, Patti Campbell, Paula Listug, Joan Loucks, Don 


Main and Mike Stone. 


Ferries of Polk County 


The Willamette River has played an important part in the 
development of Polk County. The Lewis and Clark 
Expedition missed seeing the Willamette on their trip 
downstream and had they not camped overnight at the mouth 
of the Sandy River on their trip back where an Indian told 
them of its existence would have returned east without ever 
having seen it. 

Prior to 1843 a mission ferry was in operation across the 
Willamette at the Institute at Salem. In 1843 Doak's Ferry was 
established at Lincoln. 

Independence Ferry: 

In the middle of the 1870's a ferry was built in 
Independence. The ferry was 12 feet by 48 feet and propelled 
by the current of the river. One thousand sixty feet of 3/4 inch 
steel cable was connected to 100 hundred foot supporting 
poles which were placed on each side of the river. The 
distance from pole to pole was exactly 996 feet and 7 inches. 
The ferry was to be operated in the summer months only, 
since the current was too tremendous in the winter. 

In 1886, William Jones, bought out David Hedged, Isaac 
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and Charles Madison and Sol and John Cox. William Jones 
and his sons, George and Newt, continued to run the ferry 
until 1907. 

Plans for the Independence bridge started in 1935, as 
requested by the Highway Commission. After 97 years of 
ferry service the ferry era ended December 1950 when the 
bridge crossing the Willamette was complete. The bridge has 
an overall length of 1267 feet and total cost of the structure 
was $908,000. The Oregon State Highway Commission paid 
one-half and the remainder shared equally by Polk County 
and Marion County. 


Buena Vista Ferry: 
Buena Vista ferry has been in operation since 1851 across the 
Willamette River. In 1851 Reason B. Hall obtained a license 
to 
operate a ferry across the river. 

The Independence ferry was moved to Buena Vista where 
it still makes regular trips across the Willamette river. The 
ferry carried around a million passengers without any serious 
mishaps. 
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